                                                   ADOPTED 6/10/14


Introduced by Council President Gulliford:
RESOLUTION 2014-373-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING PASTOR MICHAEL SMITH AND PASTOR CONNIE SMITH FOR THE WORK THAT THEY HAVE LAUNCHED IN THE COMMUNITY WITH THE “DO BETTER NOW” MOVEMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS,
Today, we live in a world whose core, basic values that define and enhance our families and communities are often under siege by a culture of depravation that permeates the music on our airwaves, the literature that we read and the movies that we view; the entertainment industry are all too often  purveyors of this climate of permissiveness; and
WHEREAS,
too many hours on radio airwaves when listeners are likely to be young are filled with music whose lyrics glorify the darker side of an artist’s creativity; and

WHEREAS,
fortunately, there are countless parents, teachers, civic leaders, clergy, young people themselves and others who have enlisted in numerous and sundry undertakings to turn the tide, to repel the siege on family and community values; and
WHEREAS,
in Jacksonville, Florida, DoBetterNow, founded by Pastors Michael Smith and Connie Smith, is in the vanguard in protecting our children by prodding broadcasters and businesses that fund them through advertising to Do Better in the content that they play and pay for; and

WHEREAS,
the ultimate goal of the DoBetterNow movement is to provoke Americans to turn the tide of systemic racism in our midst; in addition, DoBetterNow brings awareness to violent, degrading music on the airwaves and seeks to clear up the “air pollution” that targets youth; and
WHEREAS,
in the absence of a broad-based, principled organization to lead the way in turning back evil in our midst, Edmund Burke’s famous adage prevails: all that is necessary for evil to triumph is that good men do nothing; and

WHEREAS,
DoBetterNow, with the Pastors Michael Smith and Connie Smith at the helm, has enlisted people from all walks of life to engage in a positive, spirited effort to safeguard our youth from elements in contemporary society that would lead them astray and imperil their future, and we wish to take this opportunity to recognize and commend these leaders for stepping up to the proverbial plate and doing what is right for all of us; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council, on behalf of the citizens of Jacksonville, recognize and commend the Pastor Michael Smith and the Pastor Connie Smith for the important work that they have launched in the community with the DoBetterNow movement and wish them continued success in the years ahead.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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